256                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
Well, the ' hall' was finished in a temporary way in time for the Tree, which we had on Monday the 26th; and the lower flight of the new stairs was ready too, which proved, as you will hear, a great convenience. We had very few white guests, as some of our friends were away
from home ; only Mrs. F------and her daughter,
and Mr. and Mrs. G------, besides all the members of our household and their relatives. The tree, you must know, had taken quite a lot of ingenious contriving; it consisted of a post fixed 'in a solid foundation, and pierced with holes through which were stuck branches of the ' iron-wood/ This is distinctly like fir, at least in its foliage; and the effect was capital, and gave one a strange sensation so far from home.
The post, lest it should be seen between the branches, was thickly covered with scarlet hibiscus blooms, which looked lovely in themselves ; and of course there were plenty of lights and bright things, which made a very gay and pretty effect.
As usual, the guests arrived early, and about our dinner-time a message was brought in that twenty-two people were waiting to be fed! So you see one has to be prepared for sudden demands on the larder here on any, and I might almost say every, occasion. By seven o'clock it was dark enough to light up, and when we had taken our places on the new stairs, which made a splendid 'dress circle* for the occasion, the